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Abstract 

The scope approach and structure of the work 

Lieu-dit champagnes are a niche segment - unusual for Champagne – as they are sourced 

from just one, named site. While some sites undoubtedly produce higher-regarded base wines 

than others, this work assesses whether it is the site itself or rather the philosophy of the pro-

ducers of lieu-dit champagne that most influences the final product.  

The topic is relevant not only due to the rising number of lieu-dit champagnes but also because 

it reflects the interplay between the vineyard and the cellar as two key contributors to these 

niche champagnes. The work is mainly based on a screening and analysis of lieu-dit produc-

ers’ websites and complementing geo-data. It first describes the factors affecting the sites and 

vineyards, followed by the processes involved in creating champagnes in the cellar. A busi-

ness-focused section explores the advantages and disadvantages of lieu-dit champagnes for 

producers, leading to a summarizing conclusion and personal outlook. 

 

The sites and viticulturists' approaches 

Lieu dit sites within Champagne reflect the region’s preferred areas. The main clusters include 

the Côte des Blancs with many Chardonnay-dominant sites, the Grand Montage Sud, and the 

adjacent Grand Vallee known for Pinot Noir. Other clusters are found in the Massif de St. 

Thierry northwest of Reims, the northern slopes of the Grand Montagne, various plots in the 

Vallée de la Marne, and some in the Côte de Bar. The high correlation with Grand Cru or 

Premier cru villages confirms a high potential of these lieu-dits, often enhanced by preferential 

exposure. The sites mainly use mono-varietal plantings aligned with the locally dominant grape 

variety, though some producers co-plant multiple varieties (up to seven) on one designated 

site. In some cases, the sites do have a certain local connection to the producer, such as being 

enclosed plot or adjacent to a winemaker’s historic premises. 

The viticultural approaches expressed by producers underline their close relationship and ap-

preciation for these named plots and their natural characteristics. A notably high number of 

producers employ biodynamic practices, and sustainable and ecological certifications like HVE 

(Haute Valeur Environmental) and VD (Viticulture Durable) are common. Practices such as 

minimal or no use of herbicides, pesticides or fungicides, alongside protective cover cropping 

and soil-work using horses are recurring pictures. In particular, small, family-owned grower 

producers (RM, récoltant manipulante) emphasize this philosophy of responsible interaction 

with nature.  

 

The winemaker's approaches and their products  

The approaches of lieu-dit champagne winemakers are explicitly stated or reflected in the doc-

umented production decisions found in product descriptions. In the analysed cases, the follow-

ing approaches are highly representative of lieu-dit champagnes:  
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• Frequent use of oak as vessel for the first fermentation of the base wines and as stor-

age / lees-ageing vessel prior to assemblage/bottling for the second fermentation 

• Predominantly vintage (Millésime) assemblage in lieu-dit champagnes 

• Predominantly mono-varietal assemblage in lieu-dit champagnes 

• Long ageing times on lees prior to dégorgement 

• Significantly high percentage of very low or zero dosage champagnes  

 

The business perspective of lieu-dit champagne 

The creators of lieu-dit champagnes can be categorized into three groups: large champagne 

houses leveraging their marketing power to position lieux-dits, medium-sized producers using 

a lieu-dit as “anchor-icon” tied to their history, and family-owned RMs and terroir-specialists 

who focus their entire champagne approach around specific sites. For all these groups, the 

limitation in Champagne’s usual assemblage combining multiple sites, vintages and varieties 

exposes them to risks from vintage variations in terms of quality, quality and style.  

The focus on just one site also makes achieving complexity challenging while other cham-

pagnes often originate from blending different sites (and varieties). Creating a lieu-dit cham-

pagne requires not only an outstanding plot but also a well-calibrated cellar approach to guar-

antee the product lives up to its creator’s vision and promises.  

The upside of a lieu-dit champagne is a distinguishable, low-volume product with inherent dif-

ferentiation and predictable vintage variation. Such champagnes can be positioned, promoted 

and priced effectively even by smaller producers thanks to increased communication channels. 

This ability to differentiate and craft a unique champagne allows wine growers to transition into 

champagne creators, showcasing their own piece of land and philosophy in a bottle, on the 

shelf, and on the screen.  

 

Conclusion and personal outlook on lieu-di champagnes 

Lieu-dit champagne will remain a small yet growing niche. Luxury-brand conglomerates will 

continue to nurture their ultra-premium (investment-grade) champagnes, while established 

lieu-dit producers will further develop the narratives behind their sites and wines. For many 

smaller producers, lieu-dit champagne offers the potential to step out of broader anonymity, 

presenting a low-volume, individualistic product with a compelling story from soil to glass. How-

ever, there is a downside risk if an inflationary number of sub-par sites overpromise and ulti-

mately disappoint, damaging the reputation of the entire segment. The same applies to the 

release of sub-standard vintages by individual producers.  

One option to mitigate these risks could be the creation of a regulated sub-category (perhaps 

with very high environmental standards), similar to the “Paraje Calificado” approach in the D.O. 

Cava, to prevent random declarations and deterioration of the lieu-dit concept. 


