Grasac, leading white grape variety of the Fruska gora wine region?

As an winemaker, | had the opportunity to work with the Grasac variety 10 years ago. My interests and
belief that this variety can produce top quality wine was reason enough to promote and write about this
variety as the leading variety on FruSka Gora wine region. The first wine | produced under my own label
was from this variety.

The aim of this thesis is to show through an overview of the influence of natural and human factors
whether the Grasac grape variety should be the leading grape variety for the production of top quality
white wines in the Fruska gora wine region.

Grasacis a white grape variety, also known as Riesling Italico, Italijanski Rizling, Welschriesling, GraSevina.
It has been grown in the area of Fruska gora for centuries, but it was primarily used for the production of
inexpensive, large volume wines in this area. By introducing a different approach to viticulture and wine
making practices in recent years, it was observed that this variety can give high quality wines. Through
this research, various human and natural factors will be presented with the aim to show that the Grasac
grape variety has the potential to become the leading white grape variety for wine production in the
Fruska gora wine region.

This research will focus on an overview of the history of cultivation of this variety on Fruska Gora, its
presence in the vineyard during the past and present time as well as the influence of viticulture and
winemaking practices on the quality of grapes and wines produced from Grasac. The focus of the research
will also be on the analysis of natural factors like terroir, the aromatic profile of wines made from Grasac
from different parts of FruSka gora. Based on these indicators, as well asthe chemical analysis and tasting
of Fruska gora Grasac wines, an attempt will be made to show whether this variety should be the leading
variety for white wines in the FruSka gora wine region. Several sources will be used to accomplish this
and they include scientific papers, published opinions of wine experts and wine journalists, magazines,
websites, official wine chemical analyses, personal visits and personal field work in some vineyards and
wineries at the Fruska gora wine region.

STRUCTURE OF THE THESIS
Section 1 — Introduction

o Review of historical data of Fruska Gora as a wine region;The history of growing the Grasac grape
variety at Fruska gora, its origin, synonyms, the presence and distribution of Grasac in Fruska Gora
vineyards;

o A brief overview of the viticultural practices and style of wine that was popular a few decades ago
and its quality and style in contemporary times.

Section 2 — Terroir of the Fruska gora wine region

o Description of the analyzed features of the topography, soil and climate characteristics of Fruska
gora from the aspect of grape production



. The most currently grown grape varieties on Fruska gora, quality and style of wines made from
those grapes

Section 3 — Morphological and technological characteristics of the Grasac grape variety
o Description of significant characteristics of the Grasac grape variety

. Description of winemakimg technology used in production today obtained from personal visits
and direct participation in the production of wine from Grasac

. Styles of wine that are currently produced from the Grasac grape variety

o Chemical analysis of wine and description of the aromatic profile of this wine from different years
. Awards won at prestigious wine competitions

Conclusion:

Based on a review of various historical facts, the characteristics of the variety itself, climatic and soil
conditions at the Fruska Gora wine region, wine styles and the current market situation, it is evident that
a new era has begun for this variety. Certainly more scientific research is needed on this variety in order
to see all its possibilities and potential, both in the vineyard and in the production itself. The current
market demand, but above all the high quality of wines that are being produced in recent years as well
as their authenticity indicates that Grasac could be the leading white grape variety of the Fruska Gora
wine region.
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